Spanish Groups’ News

May 2024 Issue 24

SPRING AND SUMMER-A TIME TO EXPLORE

Welcome to the Spanish newsletter for
May. Already I'm hearing from lots of you
who want fo join a group. The reasons for
this can be many and varied and in a similar
way it's only fair to say that groups also
offer a varied programme of activities. From
Spanish fans, Velazquez and Alcald La Real
there's plenty of cultural interest in this
month's edition.

Sandra Dean

One of our members thought it'd be a little
different to have some practice in how to open
and close a Spanish fan recently.

Known as albanicos in Spain, the Spanish fan is
synonomous with Spanish culture and is often much
sought after as a gift or souvenir to bring back from
a Spanish trip. The history of the Spanish fan can be
a little hazy but it is believed o have been brought
back to Spain by European travellers from the Far
East during the 15th century.

The fan grew in popularity during the time of Louis
14th and Louis 15th in France when it was regarded
as a practical but luxurious item to be seen with.
Spanish fans were often painted by well known
artists from the time of the 17th century and they
are clearly seen in a Velazquez painting, La Dama Del
Abanico painted in 1635. The Painting can be found in
the Wallace Collection in London.

You'll find beautifullly crafted fans to stretch any
budget in the well known shop, Casa de Diego on La
Puerta Del Sol in Madrid but for a much more
affordable version head to El Retiro Market on a
Sunday where you'll be able to pick one up for a few
Euros.

sandrawwu3a@gmail.com



Alcala La Real

One of our Spanish group members, Alan,
enjoys spending time in Andalucia. Enjoy this
report about a place he knows well.

Alcald La Real estd en la provincia de Jaén que forma
parte de la regién autonoma de Andalucia. Tiene una
poblacién de aproximadamente veintidos mil y estd
situado en la sierra sur de Jaén.

Hay evidencia de habitacion humana que se remonta a la
prehistoria. Los iberos se establecieron en la zona al igual
que los romanos. Después de la invasién morisca del afio
713, la ciudad pasé a llamarse Qal'at. En el siglo décimo se
construyeron una serie de forres de vigilancia. Una de
estas torres situada en el cerro de La Mota se convirtié
en la Fortaleza de La Mota.
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Desde hace mds de 150 afios La Fortaleza de la Mota era
la frontera entre los reinos de Granada y Castile.
Después de la reconquista del reino de Granada los
alcalainos dejaron atrds la seguridad de las murallas de la
fortaleza y se establecieron en la valle entre el cerro de
La Mota y cerro de Los Cruces donde ahora se encuentra
el pueblo moderno.

La regidn es famosa por su produccién de aceite de oliva.
Afirman producir unos de los mejores aceites de oliva del
mundo.También es una regién montaifosa con muchos
senderos designados. El camino mozdrabe pasa por el
pueblo y la via verde de aceite estd muy cerca. La via
verde de aceite es un sendero peatonal/bici que ve desde
Jaén a Cabra por el extremo norte del Parque Natural de
las Sierras Subbéticas.

Hay mucha historia in la regién con casi todo los pueblos
teniendo castillos medievales bien conservados, la ciudad
de Granada estd a solo 59 kilometros al sury la costa
aproximadamente una hora en coche.
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’\.. ?. ?? Can’t find a group in your area?
o Why not take a look at Interest Groups Online, or

Speak to your Groups Leader/Convenor to start a group.
Check out the Spanish Adviser page for more information

o
sle)e




