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Spanish - U3A West - Wolds

Welcome to the first edition of the Spanish Newsletter for 2023.

January is a time of looking forward in anticipation to the year ahead. After the busy festive period it 
can also be a quiet time with cold dark days that seem to drag a little as we eagerly await the first true 
signs of late winter and early spring. If the weather is slow to improve why not take a look at some of 
our language groups on offer. You'll always be made very welcome.

If, like me, you're starting to think about outdoors take a wander around the garden or another open 
space.

I've had hellebore in flower since November and a late display of autumn colour that was aided by the 
warm winter weather before the cold snap in December so the gap until the first snowdrops appeared 
was incredibly brief this year. Spain too is a wonderfully diverse country full of its own flora and many 
favourites seen elsewhere. Below I've selected some Spanish names for some of our British favourites.
As you wander around trying to remember the Spanish name for an old favourite it's a great way to get 
the brain working on a chilly morning.

Most importantly have a happy and healthy year ahead. Un feliz y prospero año nuevo.

Spring in Spain

Spring is a wonderful time to visit Spain as the weather can be very 
favourable and you'll see plenty of plants as you travel around.

English Name Spanish Name Facts

Hellebore Eléboro Can be found growing in 
Majorca and parts of Spain.

Snowdrops Campanilla de
febrero/campanilla de

invierno

Translated into English, these 
names mean either “bell of 
February” or “bell of winter” 
take your pick.

Crocus Azafrán Castilla La Mancha, in central 
Spain grows one of the most 
sought after safrons that 
money can buy.

Daffodil Narciso

Wild Spanish daffodils.

Wild daffodils grow all over 
Spain and bloom earlier than in
the UK or Holland. You'll see 
tender varieties that can't 
survive our winters. The 
climate and terrain of the 
Iberian peninsula favours over 
90% of narcissus and daffodil 
species.

Sandra Dean, Convenor – smobrien1@gmail.com - 07734456213

Foral Spain

The region of Galicia in 
the north-west of Spain 
literally blossoms in winter:
between December and 
March is the time of the 
camelia bloom.

The Ruta de la Camelia - the
camelia route - takes you 
through the most beautiful 
gardens in the region and is 
perfect for a winter trip in a 
mobile home or a caravan.

Galicia also offers its own 
language and a lively 
gastronomic culture. You'll 
find wine to drink and the 
star on the wine list, the 
Albariño, is a fruity-fresh 
white wine.

The Galicia region also 
boasts its own gin and my 
favourite gin of all comes 
from this area, Nordes. 
Salud!
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DIARY for January

Intermediate  Spanish 

Jan 3rd - Binbrook @ 2:00pm

Jan10th – Normanby Le Wold @ 2:00pm

Jan 17th –Caistor @ 2:00pm

Jan 24th - Binbrook @ 2:00pm

Jan 31st – Hemswell @ 2:00pm

New in February
Beginners Spanish

Monday pm every fortnight
Contact Sandra for more details.

07734456213

The Language of Galicia

Like the UK there's more than on language 
spoken in Spain. Depending on where you're 
travelling you may well come across Portuguese, 
Catalan and Galician as well as Castillian 
Spanish, and just to whet your appetite... 

A little Galician
Ola - hello

Adeus - goodbye
Ata logo - see you later

Intermediate Group Party

The final Tuesday session in November was the Intermediate Group's annual festive party. This year it 
was decided to celebrate locally. We'd decided on this strategy in order to keep the cost down for 
everyone as Christmas can become a very expensive time of year. Everyone brought a range of Spanish 
delicacies that would grace any "at home" occasion.

There was plenty of good conversation which included fond memories of travels around Spain 
including the long walking trail to Santiago de Compostela which some of the group have experienced, 

even by car or camper
van.

We played Spanish word
games and even sang a
well known Christmas
Carol in Spanish.

Thanks

Our thanks go to Jane,
who offered to host our
event on this occasion.

Spanish Summer School

Yorkshire and Humber U3A will be hosting a 
summer school again this year. No doubt  an item 
about this will appear in Tams in Spring 2023. It 
really is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy an activity 
for a few days. You'll meet new people and be able 
to relax in like minded company. Look out for further 
details in the the New Year.

I'll be going to the Spanish group.

Nordes Gin

Named after a fresh northerly wind this gin is 
a wonderful mix of botanicals including 
verbena, bay, eucalyptus, sage, juniper, 
cardomen and
hibiscus. The
bottle comes with
descriptions of
the spirit in
Galician, Spanish
and English. So if
you must you can
sit back, pour
yourself a drink
and learn a new
language. How
thoughtful!

The Year Ahead


