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Thanks for all contributions, these are very well 
received, I will endeavour to get them in within the 
limited space available.   Terry Francis (Editor)  

newsletter@westwoldsu3a.org 

Update from the Acting Chairman 

Dear Members 
 
I thought I had retired from my chairman duties but 
due to circumstances beyond anyone’s control, here 
I am again. I promise you this is temporary, 
however we do need to find someone prepared to 
take the reins of West Wolds U3A. Without a 
chairman the organisation will cease to exist and 
with such a thriving membership I’m sure you don’t 
want to see that happen. 
 
Currently nobody on the committee feels they are 
suited to the role and therefore we are looking for 
one of you to step up and take us forward. 
 
I cannot emphasise enough that without a chairman 
coming forward before November we will be in a 
very precarious place. Never assume someone else 
will step forward. 
 
Steve McCarthy 

Your Working Committee 

Despite not holding monthly general meetings 
during the pandemic WW U3A still needs to make 
decisions and the committee has been meeting once 
a month via video conference calls (Microsoft 
Teams). Our main focus has been on what we can 
and can’t do safely bearing in mind the age of our 
membership. We spent considerable time debating 
the best way of renewing membership and how 
much the fee should be. Not an easy decision 
because we still need to pay the National Office for 
their support services. Our finances can support this 
decision. 
 
In the last couple of meetings we have been 
working out how to run an AGM without meeting. 
As a charity we do need to have an AGM. Our 
solution is for us to email out the proposals and set 
up a survey for our members to vote on them. The 
logistics are complicated and we need to get it right 
because it is a legal requirement. 
 
If the pandemic doesn’t have a second wave before 
October we hope to have our next committee 
meeting in the Festival Hall, sitting 2 metres apart 
and wearing masks. 
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YOUR GRANDCHILDREN WON’T  
FORGET YOU 

 
Lockdown restrictions mean that many 
grandparents haven’t been able to spend the time 
they usually would with their grandchildren. 
Whether it’s providing childcare or spending 
leisure time together, grandparents can form loving 
and mutually beneficial relationships with their 
grandchildren. So being unable to see them during 
this time will have been difficult.  
 
It’s made me think about my relationship with my 
own grandparents. My father was a soldier, so I 
spent most of my childhood abroad wherever he 
happened to be stationed. We’d be away from the 
UK for two or three years at a time, so there were 
few opportunities to see my grandparents. And yet 
I have vivid memories of them. 

My Dad’s mother was a rather severe lady, so my 
sister and I were always on our best behaviour 

when we visited her. She did, however, let us pick 
petals from her beautiful scented roses and make 
little bottles of ‘perfume’. There was probably an 
awful mess to clear up after we’d left! She also 
made delicious rock cakes and always had some 
ready for our visits.  
 
I spent more time with my Mum’s parents. When 
Dad was posted to Korea we couldn’t go with him, 
so we went to stay with Gran and Grampy. They 
were both so kind. Gran let us help with the 
cooking and taught us how to knit little square pot-
holders. Grampy showed us how to pick runner 
beans and pop peas out of their pods. I was only 
nine when they died, but I’ll always remember 
them. 

 
So if you haven’t seen your grandchildren for a 
while, don’t think they will forget you. The time 
you’ve spent with them and the memories you’ve 
created together will stay with them for a lifetime. 

 
Shelley Franklin 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS –  
ASTONISHING RESPONSE 

 
With Covid-19 restrictions on-going and no month-
ly meetings taking place, we were a little concerned 
how the renewal of memberships would work this 
year. But we needn't have worried. Using the Bea-
con system, we were able to send everyone a re-
minder that membership of West Wolds U3A was 
due for renewal on 1st September. Your response 
has been better than we could have hoped for. At 
time of writing, an astonishing 262 people have 
emailed, written or phoned. 
 
If you haven't done so already, please contact the 
Membership Secretary, to: 

1) Confirm you want to continue your mem-
bership from 1st September 2020. 
2) Advise of any changes to your personal de-
tails. 
3) Let us know if you want to receive Third 
Age Matters, the national magazine. 

 
If we don't hear from you by 31st October, we'll as-
sume you don't want to renew at this time. 
 
Email: membership@westwoldsu3a.org 
Post: Grange Cottage, Grange Lane, North Kelsey, 
Market Rasen, LN7 6EZ 
Phone: 01652 678283 
 
Shelley Franklin, Membership Secretary 
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THE U3A GERMAN LANGUAGE GROUP.              
Visit to  the Czech Republic.—Part 3 

Tuesday, 9. June. 
It rained during the night and was pleasantly 
cooler.  At 8.15, a minibus took us to the station and 
by 2.15pm we were in our hotel Atlantic in Prague.  
After a late lunch, on a relaxing river cruise on the 
Vltava, we were able to admire much of the 
wonders of this ancient Capital City. 
 
Wednesday, 10. June. 
At 10.30am, on a D-train we left the city of Prague, 
heading to Berlin.  Here we changed trains and by 
15.15pm were driving towards Cologne.  We stayed 
in the hotel that we should have stayed at on the 
way out. 
 
Thursday, 11. June. 
It was hot again, really hot. As the train to Brussels 
did not leave until 11.43am, we had time to visit the 
famous Cathedral, “The Dome”. To our surprise the 
D-train taking us to Brussels, remained stationary 
in the city of Aachen. After about 20 minutes, an 
announcement told us that the train's engine had 
mechanical troubles and would not start. We were 
asked to leave our D-train, move over to platform 4 
and board a local train, which was already filled 
with passengers. Again, David had to go and 
change the train tickets.  Even though  they had 
added many more coaches on the train, it was really 
overcrowded.  I was offered a seat by a young man.  
This train headed for Vervais in Belgium. Here we 
got on to a waiting D-train.  We should have 
travelled via Liege to Brussels, instead we enjoyed 
the beautiful scenery while travelling through the 
Ardennes.  After arriving in Brussels, we had just 
30 minutes to get to the Euro Star terminal for 
London. I think David was glad when he saw our 
minibus in Newark.  But there was no doubt: “We 
had a great and extraordinary holiday”. 
Joe Willisch 
 

 Ladies with typewriters 
 

Those wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank God for 
the church ladies with typewriters. These sentences 
actually appeared in church bulletins or were 
announced at church services:  
 
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 
 
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other 
items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to 
cripple children.  
 
The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the 
Water. 'The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'  
 
Rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those 
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring 
your husbands. 
 
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 
 
Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way 
again,' giving obvious pleasure to the 
congregation.  
 
For those of you who have children and don't know 
it, we have a nursery downstairs.  
 
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. 
They need all the help they can get.  
 
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on 
October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that 
began in their school days.  
 
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in 
the church hall. Music will follow.  
 
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic 
will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our 
choir practice. 
 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to 
the addition of several new members and to the 
deterioration of some older ones. 
 
Please place your donation in the envelope along 
with the deceased person you want remembered. 
 
The church will host an evening of fine dining, 
super entertainment and gracious hostility.  
 
Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00pm - prayer and 
medication to follow. 
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How to Subscribe on the West Wolds website to receive 
updates and notice of New Posts by email. 

Opening the West Wolds website homepage, look for the area shown on 
the right.. Enter your email address and click on the ‘Receive Updates’ 
button. You will receive an email from Wordpress, which refers you to 
opening your account. Make sure you click the link shown. 

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of 
every kind. They may be seen in the basement on 
Friday afternoon.  
 
This evening at 7 pm there will be a hymn singing 
in the park across from the Church. Bring a blanket 
and come prepared to sin.  
 
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the 
Congregation would lend him their electric girdles 
for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.  
 
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet 
Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.  
 
The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's 
Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7pm. The 
congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 
 
Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First 
Presbyterian Church. Please use large double door 
at the side entrance.  
 
And this one just about sums them all up 
The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new 
campaign slogan last Sunday: 'I Upped My Pledge - 
Up Yours.' 
 
Submitted by Mandy Murphy 

August Brain Teaser Quiz - Answers 
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Submitted by Paul Ettridge 
 
 

A joke of the times seen on Facebook 
 
In other news, the Seven Dwarfs have been told 
they can only meet in groups of six. One of them 
isn’t Happy. 
 
Terry Francis 
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