
1 
 

 

u3a GARDEN GROUP MONTHLY NEWSLETTER – 

NOVEMBER 2021 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS FOR NOTING IN YOUR DIARY 

2021 
17th November:  Monthly meeting with Peter Williams.  “Special Plants for Small 
Gardens”(see below). 
1st December:  Christmas Lunch at Pennells at 1 p.m.  Pre-booking is essential (see 
below) 
 
2022 
19th January:    Ben Preston from Perennial the Gardener’s charity - “York Gate 
through a Head Gardener’s 
                                           Eye”. 
16th February:  Mark Schofield, the Conservation Officer from Lincolnshire Wild Life 
Trust - “Gardening for Wild Life” 
22nd March:  Andrew Ward from Norwell Nursery.  “Spring Perennials”. 
24th/27th June:  A four day holiday to The Lakes visiting gardens and staying in the 
Riverside Hotel in Kendal. 
 

 

 
17th November.  Dr. Peter Williams is a 
retired plant scientist with specialist 
knowledge of plant ecology, physiology and 
soil microbiology. He is a lifelong gardener and 
for many years ran a small nursery that 
specialised in the propagation of trees, shrubs 
and herbaceous plants, especially those for 
acid soils and woodland environments. He now 
writes about gardening matters for the Hardy 
Plant Journal and gives talks both locally and 
nationally and occasionally opens his garden at 
Weathervane House in Yorkshire for charitable 
organisations. 
 

 

 

Having a small garden can be a real asset so long as the plants are well chosen. This talk looks briefly 

at aspects of small garden design and suggests plants that really earn their keep in a limited space. It 

covers small trees, shrubs, herbs and bulbs both for use in the soil and planters. It also contains a 

number of short diversions to look briefly at special people, plants and topical issues.  

OTHER GARDEN ITEMS OF INTEREST 
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Want to identify a plant?  https://www.rhs.org.uk/about-the-rhs/publications/plant-finder.  

Bring a flower/plant to the meeting which we can try to identify for you. 

Facebook.  If you are on Facebook you might like to visit The Gardening Bubble which gives 

lots of gardening tips. 

Zoom garden lectures.  Lincolnshire Hardy Plant Society invites anyone to join them for zoom 
lectures.   
 
 6th November at 2 p.m.  “A Yorkshire Spade in a Tuscan Garden” with Nick Dakin-Elliott     
  
Nick Dakin-Elliot was born and brought up in Yorkshire. He started gardening early and saw 
no better place to forge a horticultural career than………Yorkshire. This talk compares and 
contrasts that formative experience with that gained as a result of two decades of gardening 
in Tuscany, Italy. The gardening traditions and ways of doing things are very different, as are 
the things folk hope to get from their gardens but, Nick argues, the wholeness of such diverse 
gardening experience is much greater than the sum of the two halves.  Nick, as Horticultural 
Associate, is responsible for the gardens and grounds of Villa La Pietra and, as Garden 
Manager of the garden of Villa Torre di Sopra, both in Florence, Italy. 
  
Previously, Nick was senior lecturer in horticulture at Pershore College of Horticulture in 
England. He has written for a wide range of publications on horticultural issues and was a 
contributor to the Royal Horticultural Society’s Dictionary of Gardening. He has also given 
classes for the Society as well as organisations as diverse as the Seychelles government, New 
York Botanical Gardens and the Landscape Museum of Verbania, Piemonte. 
 
To make a booking contact Jane below.  
 

THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN 

For most of us who prefer the sun on our backs when we are gardening, November can be a 

miserable time.  It is for me and quite depressing.  Everything is dying and needs to be cut 

back or in some cases left because there are seed heads which the birds will love in colder 

times.  There are also some plants which look magnificent when the frost is on them!  It should 

be a month when we hurry to bring in those tender perennials to protect them from any 

potential harsh winters.  We could get a frost at any time.  I bought an Angels Wings plant this 

year with large silver leaves, bought for its foliage and it has been lovely but it is tender and 

will need to be put in the greenhouse for protection now.  I also have a lovely ginger lily and 

some canna lilies which I have dug up and put inside.  Dahlias are better left until the first 

frost.  If the winter is not too harsh and you mulch well, after cutting off the top foliage which 

goes black when it is frosted, they should be ok.  Some of you though will prefer to lift them, 

brush off the soil making sure there are no slugs in the roots, and put them in a pot with a 

light covering of compost.  It is not too late to plant your tulip bulbs, in fact it is a good time 

to do it.  Just four times the depth of the bulb is a good measure.  Happy gardening! 

REPORT OF RECENT EVENTS 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/about-the-rhs/publications/plant-finder
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Monthly meeting with Pam Tatam’s talk.   

Pam was a great hit with our members, many of whom have known her for many years.  She 

has been a regular speaker at our meetings. On this occasion she advised us on how not to 

make mistakes when making a new garden or planning a new area.  It was encouraging to 

know that she makes mistakes too, as we all do when gardening.  Pam gave us a video tour 

of her now large and very interesting garden with many features and magnificent planting 

and planning.  She often opens her garden for charity.  It is lovely at any time of the year but 

particularly in late summer. 

WHAT’S COMING?  

Christmas lunch:   

I have reserved an area in the restaurant at Pennells for us to get together for a nice Christmas 

lunch.  It will be waitress service.  It is on the 1st December at 1 p.m. If you need a lift to 

Pennells please let Jane know and she will do her best to get you there.  The cost is £16.95 for 

two courses or £19.95 for three courses.  The meal choices are:- 

Starters:  Carpaccio of Melon with raspberry coulis, Classic Prawn Cocktail with malted bread 

and butter or Tomato & Basil soup with crusty white or brown roll 

Mains:      Hand carved turkey with stuffing, cranberry sauce, pigs in blankets & gravy or Roast 

Topside of Beef with Yorkshire pudding and horseradish sauce, or Salon en Croute with 

parsley sauce or Sweet Potato and Vegetable    Caserole.   All served with potatoes and 

seasonal vegetables. 

Desserts: Christmas pudding with brandy sauce, Lemon & Ginger Cheesecake, Chocolate & 

Jaffa Orange Cake or Raspberry Pavlova. 

All followed by coffee and mints.  Pre-bookings with the fee is essential.  All payments must 

be made on or before the 17th November.  Contact Jane. 

Snowdrop visits 

I am planning a coach excursion to either Anglesey Abbey in Cambridgeshire or Deene Park 

in Northamptonshire which will be on a weekday in late February. 

There will be a second snowdrop visit, though more local where we can all meet there.  I am 

awaiting prices from Brightwater Gardens in Saxby and Ashfield House at Branston. 

2022 Holiday to the Lakes 

I have been busy putting together a garden holiday for us for next June.  I have now booked 

a hotel and the coach!  I am hoping you would like to join me on a four day adventure to The 

Lake District.  We will leave Market Rasen on Friday 24th June and return home early evening 

on Monday 27th June staying in Kendal at the Riverside Hotel which is a converted 18th century 

tannery set on five floors, and situated on the banks of the River Kent in Kendal beneath the 
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ruins of the town’s 12th century castle.  A short walk away is the centre of this famous market 

town with its bustling shops, galleries and museums. 

 

All the 
bedrooms 
are spacious 
with en-
suite 
bathrooms, 
most have 
river views 
and include 
a hospitality 
tray with 
drinks and 
biscuits, a 
television 
with 
Freeview, 
free WiFi, 
direct dial 
telephone, 
hairdryer 
and ironing 
facilities.  
Safes are 
available 
upon 
request.  
The 
Sanctuary 
Leisure Club 
is a state of 
the art 
facility 
offering the 
following 
faciliites:  
heated 
swimming 
pool, sauna, 
steam 
room, hot 
tub, 
gymnasium 
and 
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exercise 
studio. 
 
There are a 
range of 
beautiful 
gardens I 
am hoping 
to take you.  
Gresgarth 
Hall Garden 
(see left) is 
the home of 
Arabella 
Lennox-
Boyd, the 
well known 
landscape 
and garden 
designer.  
The 
cultivated 
area is 
about 12 
acres and 
the river 
Lune passes 
through the 
garden.  
There are a 
large 
number of 
garden 
rooms and 
terraces 
with water 
gardens, 
kitchen 
garden, wild 
garden and 
a large 
woodland 
area.  The 
garden was 
featured 
recently on 
TV with 
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Carol Klein 
over four 
weeks 
showing the 
four 
seasons in 
the garden.  
Confirmed. 
 
Holehird 
Gardens, 
Windermer
e:  These 
gardens are 
managed 
entirely by 
the 
volunteers 
of the 
Lakeland 
Horticultura
l Society 
which is a 
charity.  
They have 
the national 
collections 
of Astilbe, 
Daboecia, 
Meconopsis
, 
Polystichum 
and 
Hydrangea 
and also 
Alpine 
houses, 
rock 
gardens, 
paddock 
frames, 
Gunnera 
pool and 
woodland 
walk.  You 
can 
purchase 
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plants here 
from the 
small 
nursery.  
Confirmed. 
 

8 Oxenholme, Kendal:  This is an artist and potters garden of approx. ½ area.  John is a ceramic 
artist and Frances is a painter. There is mixed planting designed for all year interest. They are 
both regular volunteers at Holehird. 
 
Abi & Tom’s garden plants at Halecat Nurseries, Near Grange-over-Sands:  A 1 acre garden 
nursery with specialist cottage garden plants which are displayed in small garden beds of 
different types, e.g. woodland, wet, hot/dry, etc.  They have a range of over 1,000 plants, 
some unusual which of course you can purchase here.  Confirmed. 
 
Yewbarrow, Grange-over-Sands:  There are stunning views from this hillside garden 
overlooking Morecambe Bay with many tropical plants, reminiscent more of warmer climes.  
There are Japanese and Italian gardens, a sunken garden, trial beds and an Orangerie.  
Confirmed. 
 
Matson Ground, Windermere:  2 acres of mature south facing gardens with both formal and 
informal planting, including topiary.  There is a productive walled garden more than 150 years 
old with wide assortment of fruit, vegetables, cut flowers, cobnuts and herbs. 
 
The cost is £498 per person sharing a twin or double room.  A single room supplement is £70 
and insurance which includes covid cover is £25.  This includes travel by executive coach, bed, 
breakfast and dinner for 3 nights in the Riverside Hotel, 3 lunches and all garden entries.  The 
holiday is dependent on a minimum of 31 persons. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

We meet every third Wednesday (unless otherwise stated) from 2 p.m./4 p.m. at the New 

Life Church in Serpentine Street, Market Rasen, LN8 3AR. Entrance fee is £3.00 which includes 

a cup of tea or coffee. 

To pay for one of our events you can pay by cheque and make payable to West Wolds u3a 

and send your cheque to Jane Guy at 14 Jubilee Ave., Faldingworth, Nr. Market Rasen, LN8 

3FF or pay by BACS and quote ‘garden’ to Lloyds Bank; a/c West Wolds U3A, Sort code 30-96-09, 

account No 71220968.  Jane is also available at the u3a general meeting on the second Thursday of 

every month as well as the Garden Group meetings. 

If you no longer wish to belong to the Garden Group or receive this newsletter please let Jane 

know. 

CONTACT DETAILS 
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To book an event or for any other garden enquiry please contact Jane Guy: telephone 0797 

1277 482, or email gardening@westwoldsu3a.org 

mailto:gardening@westwoldsu3a.org

