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Thanks for all contributions, these are very well 
received, I will endeavour to get them in within the 
limited space available.   Terry Francis (Editor)  

newsletter@westwoldsu3a.org 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

Dear Members 
 
WELCOME to this month’s West Wolds U3A 
Newsletter which again contains articles written by 
you, our members, and very welcome they are too. 
Keep your articles coming folks and we will get 
them all in when we can. 
 
We will continue to produce the newsletter on a 
monthly basis whilst we still remain in lockdown 
and will continue to send it out via email and post 
the middle week of each month so if you have 
anything for September’s edition please send it by 
WEDNESDAY 9th SEPTEMBER to our news editor 
on newsletter@westwoldsu3a.org or if you don’t 
have access to email give me a ring on either of the 
numbers below. 
 
I am very pleased to tell you that we have had a 
couple of enquiries from you, our membership, for 
information on joining YOUR committee, however, 
it doesn’t stop there! Without YOUR committee 
there will be no West Wolds U3A and so again, I ask 
you to consider joining YOUR team without whom 
WE wouldn’t have a U3A and that would be, after 
the sterling efforts of those brave souls who began 
YOUR U3A 21 years ago and the continued work of 
the current committee, a dreadful shame. 
Please contact me on any of the contacts below for 
an informal chat, it would be lovely to hear from 
you. 
 
I’m keeping my insertion in our newsletter brief this 
month as we have had such a great response from 
all of you with your articles, so keep them coming 
so my bit can be short (but sweet) every month! 
 
 Stay safe and well. 
Linda Brighton, Chairman, West Wolds U3A 
Contacts: 01673 843925   07762385929   
lindabrighton121@gmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2020-21 
 

Your membership of West Wolds U3A is due for 
renewal on 1st September 2020. As you know Covid-
19 restrictions have meant that our activities have 
been severely affected since March 2020 and it’s not 
yet clear when we’ll be able to resume “normal 
service”. Your Committee has agreed to waive the 
membership fee for 6 months and to review the 
situation again in February 2021. 
 
Even though you won’t need to pay a membership 
fee in September, we still need to know that you 
want to continue as a member of West Wolds U3A. 
At the end of August we’ll be contacting you by 
email through the Beacon system, or by letter if you 
don’t use email.  
 
The email or letter will give the personal details we 
hold about you and ask you to: 
a. confirm that you want to renew your 

membership for the coming year, 
b. let us know about any changes to your 

personal details, and 
c. tell us if you want to continue to receive Third 

Age Matters, the national magazine. 
 

Meantime, keep safe and enjoy the summer 
sunshine.  
 
Shelley Franklin, Treasurer & Membership Secretary 

 
GROUP ACTIVITIES 

Some groups are actively using new technology to 
continue operating in these unprecedented times. 
 
Warblers -  singing every Wednesday using Zoom. 
Photography - setting photo challenges by email, 
and sharing interesting magazine articles, etc. 
Hebrew and Spanish—Zooming to keep in contact 
but couldn't cope with new members at this time. 
Cycle group—meeting as friends not under the 
banner of WW U3A. 
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Walking Groups—meeting as friends not under the 
banner of the U3A 
Chair Yoga - Sue Normandale has been running 
Zoom meetings for U3A and WI members to make 
a viable group. 
 
Steve McCarthy—Acting Groups Coordinator 

 
THE U3A GERMAN LANGUAGE GROUP.              

Visit to  the Czech Republic.—Part 2 
 

Saturday, 6th June. 
Sunshine – not a cloud in sight.  On a bus, we 
travelled through changing countryside to Frenstat, 
an old imperial garrison town.   Then on to Roznov, 
a very popular holiday resort in the Wallachian 
Mountains.  Here we changed buses, driving now 
on narrow winding forest roads up to the Radhost 
Mountain.  I knew it well, as a youth I came here 
skiing.  We ate our lunch at the restaurant I 
remembered so well for its good cuisine, especially 
the Hungarian Goulash. Half of our group climbed 
on up to the summit to see the huge stone statue of 
“Radegast”- the spirit who watches over all humans 
and animals in the area.  The heat, even up here was 
stifling. It was 8pm, when our bus got back to Novy 
Jicin.  It had been a tiring day. 
 
Sunday, 7th June. 
Another sweaty night.  Today everyone was free to 
do as they liked.  Some of us walked across the 
large town square, surrounded by fine renaissance 
buildings, with an arched gangway below, filled 
with shops, cafes, restaurants and ice cream 
parlours.  In the centre of the square, next to the 
Peasant Fountain, stands the tall Plague Column; a 
reminder of the pestilence, which raged here from 
1680 to 1715, claiming thousands of lives.  All the 
buildings are beautifully restored and painted.  
Everyone was astonished by the affluent look 
of the place.  As it is Children's Week, we 
watched a children's procession, led by a brass 
band.  They were heading for the Spanish 
Chapel, a Jesuit catholic church.  Tonight, for a 
change, we had our dinner at the smart Praha 
Hotel.  But for me, the ghost of the Gestapo is 
still lingering here. 
 
Monday, 8th June. 
Full of expectations, at 9.55am we all boarded 
a bus to Bartosovice, my birthplace. The fare 
was 6 pence. I was apprehensive as we left the 
bus in the village square.  But the all round 
impressions were positive; the village council 
pub, the church, the former vicarage  is now a 

nature research centre, the new school with a stork's 
nest on top of the chimney.  Two young storks were 
standing waiting to be fed. We walked past the 
renaissance chateau, the Zamek, where I had 
booked lunch for 14 people, on down the road into 
the lower village.  Once past the new Co-Op 
supermarket, we all stood in the road, looking at 
my former home. A lady came out the back door 
into the garden, asking if we were looking for 
something.  I went over to the fence and told her, 
that this had been our house, where I was born. We 
have come from England and are on holiday in 
Novy Jicin.  Shocked, she looked at me and said: “I 
am sorry, but would you like to come in and have a 
drink, all of you.  She made us sit in the 
summerhouse in the garden, offering us tea, coffee 
and cakes. And they made me sing the old 
Partschendorf song in the Saxon language. Maria 
Musikalova, the new tenant is 74 years old and has 
lived here with her tractor driver husband, now 
deceased, for 45 years.  He worked on the Middle 
Kolchos Farm, which was part of our land and 
wood. 
 
Maria showed me round her house.  I was 
surprised, nothing had changed; the same sturdy 
oak furniture, except for a new kitchen and 
bathroom.  I felt sad and emotional, thinking of my 
Mother and Father. In the master bedroom, I 
pointed to the bed and said: “I was born in that 
bed”.  She came and put her arms round me and 
haltingly said: “So many bad things have been done 
to so many innocent people”. And she was crying.  
Everybody was surprised by this unexpected 
welcome from that lady.  We had a group 
photograph taken and Maria asked me to write to 
her.  Sadly, most of my friends did not understand 
what we had been talking about.  I had a lot to 
translate. 
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Back at the chateau, we were shown to our table 
and we realised, that the school meals were served 
here as well.  Naturally it was noisy, but several of 
the older children came over to try and practice 
their English.  The meal was basic – a 3 course meal 
of your choice and a fruit drink costing £2.50.  For 
everyone, this was an extraordinary experience. We 
had time to walk round the park, visiting the 
information office and browse round the shop.  By 
the way, a hotel room here costs £15 a night. 
Tired, back at our hotel, we had our last meal.  The 
next day we started our journey home. 
 
Part 3 next month 
 
Joe Willisch 
 

LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 
 

Most of us will be aware that we have many 
precious buildings in Lincolnshire, but how many 
of us know how important Lincoln Cathedral is? As 
a Cathedral Volunteer and guide you will no doubt 
say that I am biased, as indeed I am, but let me 
explain why I think Lincoln Cathedral is so special. 
 
Lincoln has the third largest Cathedral in Britain 
(after St Paul’s and York Minster) but we will not 
talk about the competition from up the road. There 
has been a church on the site at the top of the hill 
from Saxon times, the original diocese was based at 
Lindsey, and was the largest diocese in Western 
Europe under the Pope, stretching from the 
Humber to the Thames. With invasions from the 
Danes and Vikings, the see was moved south to a 
place of relative safety Dorchester on Thames. 
When the Normans invaded in 1066, one of King 
William’s supporters and a kinsman, Remigius was 
made the Bishop of Dorchester. At the treaty of 
Windsor in 1072 it was decreed that the centre of 
important diocese should be sited in important 
cities, at that time Lincoln was the third largest city 
in England with a population of over seven 
thousand. A writ was presented to Remigius 
instructing him to move his diocese to Lincoln and 
build a Cathedral there. He built a Cathedral in the 
style he would have known from his home in 
Normandy (the Romanesque or Norman style). 
Some of that Norman Cathedral can still be seen, at 
the West Front. However fires and earthquakes 
took their toll on the Cathedral and only a small 
section remains, due mainly to its strong 
construction. 
 

The next important and significant Bishop was 
Hugh of Avalon (now known as St Hugh of 
Lincoln). King Henry II because of his involvement 
with the death of Thomas Beckett at Canterbury 
was made to do penance by the Pope and was 
instructed to build monasteries. The King needed 
an able administrator and found one in Hugh a 
Carthusian monk from Grenoble in France. Hugh 
made such a success of building and running the 
monasteries at Witham in Somerset that the King 
immediately thought Hugh would be the ideal 
candidate for the vacant see of Lincoln and the man 
to rebuild the ruined cathedral. In 1186 Hugh was 
made Bishop of Lincoln and commenced building 
most of the Cathedral that we see today in the 
Gothic style. The most complete and unaltered 
Gothic Cathedral in England and admired and 
revered throughout Europe. It is notable for many 
things including at one time being the “Tallest 
Building in the World” when there were spires on 
all three towers. 
 
Sadly Lincoln Cathedral is frequently overlooked in 
comparison with other great Cathedrals, but dare I 
say, if it were in the south of the country it would 
be much more admired for what undoubtedly, is 
the most glorious and spectacular Cathedral – but 
as I stated earlier – I am biased. 
 
 
The Victorian Art Critic John Ruskin wrote: 
'I have always held and proposed against all 
comers to maintain that the Cathedral of Lincoln is 
out and out the most precious piece of architecture 
in the British Isles'  
 
David Oliver 

 
DELAYING MY ATLANTIC ROW—

RICHARD HARRIES 

The last couple of weeks have been difficult, as I’ll 
explain, and after much thought I have decided to 
delay my Atlantic row until next year. 
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How to Subscribe on the West Wolds website to receive 
updates and notice of New Posts by email. 

Opening the West Wolds website homepage, look for the area shown on 
the right.. Enter your email address and click on the ‘Receive Updates’ 
button. You will receive an email from Wordpress, which refers you to 
opening your account. Make sure you click the link shown. 

Two weeks ago, I went out into The Solent with my 
trainer, Chris, and rowed for about 5 hours 
altogether. I took two sea-sickness tablets and they 
seemed to work well, but I made a huge mistake by 
forgetting to take sun-tan lotion. It was very sunny 
and being on the water tends to magnify the effect 
of the sun. After about 4 hours on the water I 
started to feel weird – slightly dissociated from 
reality – and it suddenly seemed to me that to row 
across the Atlantic was an unattainable goal. By the 
time I got home late that evening, the sunburn was 
very painful and I felt dejected and defeated. 
 
Over the next few days, I talked this over with Anna 
my wife, and we agreed that I should delay for a 
year. The reasons are a bit complicated but in 
essence boil down to two things. Firstly, and most 
importantly, I don’t feel sufficiently prepared. 
Because of the COVID lockdown I haven’t been able 
to train on the sea since March and, with only 3 
months until the boat would need to be shipped to  
Gran Canaria, there just isn’t enough time to gain 
confidence in handling the boat. Secondly, and 
again because of COVID, there is virtually no 
possibility of raising a meaningful amount of 
money this year for my chosen charities. 
 
There are other factors: for example, COVID means 
that my very departure from The Canaries is 
uncertain, especially if there is a resurgence of the 
virus, and it’s an awful lot of organising which 
would have to be undone if departure were to be 
cancelled. 
 
Thank you for your support so far and for your 
patience. 
 
Richard Harries 

 
 
 
 
 
 

August Brain Teaser Quiz 
 

Q1. What is produced by the Joule effect?                                                        
Q2. Where would you find Mother Shipton’s 
cave?   
Q3. Name the producer of ‘A Few Dollars More’.       
Q4. Which male tennis player has spent the most 
weeks at No1 (310 wks)?  
Q5.  “good night, good night, parting is such sweet 
sorrow” is a line in which Shakespeare tragedy?  
Q6. For how long did Queen Victoria reign? 
Q7.   Who remains the only person to set both 
world land and water  speed records in the same 
year (1964)?  
Q8. How tall is the Grimsby dock tower?   
Q9.  After Brazil, which country is the world’s 
largest coffee producer? 
Q10.  Which American born poet won the 1948 
Nobel prize for  literature?      
Q11  What was the name of Michael Caine’s 
character in the‘Italian Job’?   
Q12. Which was the only country to defeat West 
Germany, (the eventual winners) during the 1974 
FIFA World Cup tournament? 
Q13.  What does proscribe mean?     
Q14.  In the shipping forecast what are Cromarty, 
Forth, Tyne, Humber, Thames and Shannon named 
after?  
Q15. What is the smallest native bird in the UK?  
Q16.  Rhotacism is difficulty in pronouncing which 
letter of the English alphabet?     
Q.17.  Which Norwegian beat Scott to the South 
Pole? 
Q.18. How many countries are there in the world 
today?  
Q.19  How many brains does an octopus have?  
Q.20.  Where are the islets of Langerhans?   
Q.21  In what decade of the19th century was the 
Eiffel Tower completed? 
 
Submitted by Paul Ettridge 
 
Answers will be posted on  the website and in next 
month’s Newsletter. 


